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Archives de Neurologic 

(April, 1905, No. 112.) 

1. Note on the Influence on the Offspring of Sexual Excess During Preg¬ 

nancy. Ch. Fere. 

2. Hysteria with Left Hemianesthesia. Alcoholism. Multiple Hallucina¬ 

tions Referred Only to the Affected Side Dupouy. 

3. Statistics and Instruction of Idiotic and Epileptic Children Living in 

Insane Asylums. Bourneville. 

1. Influence of Sexual Excess During Pregnancy. —Fere’s experience 
has led him to believe that sexual excess during pregnancy is an impor¬ 
tant factor in the etiology of nervous diseases among children who have 
an otherwise good family and personal history. He cites a recent case 
of a boy with sexual stigmata of degeneration who had convulsions dur¬ 
ing dentation and the eruptive fevers, and at the age of eight developed 
epilepsy and hallucinations of all the senses. Auditory hallucinations 
were excited by constipation. The family history was of the best, except 
for two premature births and one abortion. Sexual relations between the 
parents were the rule during pregnancy and were infrequent at other 
times. Fere believes that sexual relations should cease after impregna¬ 
tion, and that a woman’s sexual aversion at that time may be the means 
of protection against premature delivery and malformation, disease and 
degeneracy of the child. 

2. Hysteria with Left Hemianesthesia .—Dupouy records an instance 
of the interaction of the symptoms of hysteria and alcoholism. The pa¬ 
tient, a woman of 48, was admitted to the clinic nine times, usually after 
an alcoholic debauch, and at different times had had left hemianesthesia, 
temporary hemiplegia, hystero-epilepsy, and hallucinations of sight and 
hearing, which were referred only to the left side. On the last examina¬ 
tion she could barely see, hear, feel, smell or taste with her senses of the 
left side. The left conjunctival reflex was absent and the left side was 
weak. At the same time she heard insults and abuses with her left ear, 
saw terrifying figures with her left eye and had disagreeable hallucinations 
of smell, taste and feeling. Her left eye was in good condition, and the 
almost complete contraction of the left field of vision disappeared in a 
few days under magnetic treatment. Dupouy remarks that the psycho¬ 
neurosis or hysteria which affected the right side of the brain made this 
region an area of lessened resistance, and that therefore it alone reacted 
to the alcoholic poisoning. . 

3. Statistics of Idiotic Children .—As a result of Bourneville’s agita¬ 
tion of the subject a commission has been appointed to consider the pos¬ 
sibility of applying to children confined in insane asylums the general 
law of obligatory education for children. Statistics are given which show 
that in some seventy institutions at the end of 1903 there were 1,206 idiotic 
and epileptic children, ranging in years from 2 to 18. In six of these in¬ 
stitutions schools have been started, and in six others the project is feas¬ 
ible. The author then quotes from nine public or private schools of the 
sort to show the possibilities. Most of the reports are encouraging. In¬ 
struction is given, usually by women, in reading, writing, arithmetic, gym¬ 
nastics and personal hygiene, and the children’s morale is greatly im¬ 
proved. Bourneville urges a campaign for the hospitalization, treatment 
and education of these unfortunates. 
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(May, 1905, No. 113.) 

1. Hysterical Monocular Amblyopia and Its Disappearance in Binocular 

Vision. Cruchet. 

2. Romantic Self-Identification. Garnier and Dromard. 

3. The Psychology of the Degenerates; the Psychology of the Mystics. 

Binet-Sangle. 

1. Hysterical Monocular Amblyopia .—By the study of a girl of four¬ 
teen with right hemianesthesia and amblyopia of the sarnie side, Cruchet 
has been able to confirm his previous conclusions, and further to develop 
the subject, which is summarized as follows: (1) Hysterical monocular 
amblyopia disappears at the moment of binocular vision. (2) Binocular 
vision, however, is not necessary for this phenomenon, as it occurs when 
the sound eye is shielded. (3) Monocular amblyopia, therefore, arises 
from closure of the sound eye. (4) This closure acts in a physical way 
by cutting off the white rays of light. 

2. Romantic Self-Identification .—The authors describe the case of an 
impressionable female of thirty, with a neurotic family history, who 
identified herself with the Claudine of a serial on Claudine at School, 
Claudine in Paris, etc. She then imagined that her lover was the author, 
and that her friend was his accomplice in getting the details of her 
life. She attempted to kill her friend, but her arm suddenly became 
paralyzed. It is noted that the peculiar development of the retrospective 
delusions of persecution and the abortive motor reaction show the de¬ 
generacy in the case and distinguish it from a chronic persecutory psy¬ 
chosis. 

3. Psychology of Degenerates .—In this, the introductory lecture, 
Binet-Sangle discusses degeneracy as a form of heredity and holds various 
toxins, etc., especially alcohol, responsible for changes in the germ and 
sperm cells, which thereupon produce fewer or less well-developed neu¬ 
rones. Then on a biological basis he sketches an evolutionary scale of 
degenerates from idiots to a high-grade class, who are highly specialized 
and often very valuable members of the social organism. 

The psychology of mystical degenerates is closely related to the psy¬ 
chology of religion. This is a branch of anthropology, and it is to be 
studied by the usual scientific methods of observation, comparison, gen¬ 
eralization and induction. Observation is best employed in connection 
with historical documents, and the first observations will be on the Jewish 
prophets. 

(June, 1905, No. 114.) 

1. The Light Reflex in Paresis. Marandon de Montyel. 

2. Foreign Bodies in the Esophagus Among the Insane. Privat de For- 

TUNIE. 

3. Greffe Thyroidienne (Thyroid Grafting?). Bourneviixe. 

1. The Light Refiex .—De Montyel presents a statistical analysis. of 
the light reflexes in 140 paretics which he observed from the beginning 
of the disease until death. Fifty died in the first stage, thirty-six in the 
second and fifty-four in the third. The author claims that this is the 
first complete series of cases, and that the conclusions are more reliable 
than those based on a much larger number of isolated observations. Every 
one of fifty-four cases which went through the complete evolution of the 
disease showed an abnormality at one time or another. In general, during 
the first stage the number of normal reflexes was nearly as great as 
the abnormal and alternating reflexes. Among the abnormalities sluggish¬ 
ness and abolition of the reflex in both eyes were frequent and of nearly 
equal frequency. At the same time there were a few exaggerated reflexes 
and a few unilateral alterations en moins. In the second stage the num¬ 
ber of normal reflexes is smaller, and the number of abolished reflexes 
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is greater. In the third stage few normal reflexes remain; the best part 
were abolished. 

2. Foreign Bodies in the Esophagus. —De Fortunie mentions two classes 
of insane who may suffer from foreign bodies in the esophagus: those who 
swallow such objects on account of their mental condition and those who 
do so incidentally. In the first class he advocates for diagnosis the X-ray 
instead of palpation and sounding, and for treatment esophagotomie in¬ 
stead of waiting for spontaneous discharge. He cites two illustrative cases. 
In the first a woman swallowed her teeth, which were localized by the 
X-ray near the thorax and extracted by incision of the esophagus. In the 
second a woman swallowed a stone; the sound passed freely, and no 
X-ray examination was made. The stomach was opened, but the stone 
was in the esophagus and was expelled naturally. The second class in¬ 
cludes epileptics, idiots, paretics and others who may inadvertently swallow 
bones or large and hard pieces of food. For them it is necessary to use 
finely-divided or liquid food. 

3. Greffe Thyroidienne. —A correction of a typographical error in a 
review of an article on this subject. 

Under necrology appear extensive obituary notices of Dr. Paul Gar- 
nier, who died on March 18th. Nichols. 

Neurologisches Centralblatt. 

(Vol. 23, No. 24, December 16, 1904.) 

1. The Study in Some Symptoms in Dementia Precox. E. Stransky. 

2. Nomenclature of “Dementia Sejunctiva.” O. Gross. 

1. Dementia Precox. —In a long article Stransky details what he con¬ 
siders interesting symptoms of dementia precox. 

2. Dementia Sejunctiva. —Argumentative article. 

(Vol. 23, No. 23, December 1, 1904.) 

1. The study of Some Symptoms of Dementia Precox. E. Stransky. 

2. Heterotopic Innervation. W. S. Huet. 

3. Concerning the Combined Occurrence of Myasthenia and Basedow’s 

Disease. R. Meyerstein. 

1. Dementia Precox. —Continued article. 

2. Heterotopic Innervation. —Huet records an exceedingly interesting 
case of a man who, whenever he talked, sang or used his voice in any way, 
had a fibrillary contraction of the under portion of the trapezius muscle. 
This association is probably caused by heterotopic innervation of the vagus 
and the accessory nerves. 

3. Combined Myasthenia and Basedow's Disease. —The author de¬ 
tails an interesting case of myasthenia in which most of the symptoms of 
Basedow’s disease were present. He does not regard this as accidental, 
and refers to similar instances in the literature. It is possible that both 
diseases may have a similar etiology. 

(Vol. 24, No. 1, January 1, 1905.) 

1. Tendon Reflexes and Sensory Disturbances in Tabes Dorsalis. L. 

Bregman. 

2. Abdominal Reflex in Tabes Dorsalis. G. Catola. 

3. Convergence Cramp in Tabes Dorsalis. H. Curschmann. 

4. A Decubitus Lesion of the Penis in Tabes Dorsalis. A. Vitek. 

5. The Paralysis-Tabes-Syphilis Question. K. Mendel. 

1. Tendon Reflexes and Sensory Disturbances. —Bregman records three 
cases in which the Achilles jerks were absent while the patellar jerks were 
still present. He considers the absence of the Achilles jerk one of the 
earliest symptoms of tabes. He also calls attention to the frequency of 
sensory disturbances in the distribution of the fifth lumbar and first sacral 
nerves in the incipient stages. 



